
 

 
Climate Change, Environment and Sustainability Subcommittee 

Remote 
June 30, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Open Meeting Minutes 
 
PRESENT: Chair Geoffrey Epstein, Adam Freudberg, William LaBarge, Priscila Sousa  

ABSENT:  None 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Matt Torti, Director of Building and Grounds, Shawn Luz, Sustainability 

Coordinator, Dr. Robert Tremblay, Superintendent, Joanna Hastry, Executive Assistant to the 

School Committee 

_____________________________________________________

Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m.  He noted all in attendance and said that the 
meeting was being held remotely, was being broadcast live on Facebook, and was also being 
recorded. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Advocacy for an All Electric Fuller Middle School 
Mr. Epstein said that at the last School Committee meeting there was a vote that passed to ask 
MSBA to require that all projects funded by them are fully electrified and climate resilient.  He 
said that Framingham has a MSBA project currently which is the Fuller Middle School, and 
would like to discuss if this project is within those requirements.  Director of Building and 
Grounds Matt Torti said that the project is well underway, there were various reasons why they 
did not go with geothermal including not wanting to be over budget, and with the current 
design and status it would be extremely cost prohibitive to try and change the mechanical 
designs.  Discussion on looking into heat pumps for this project and having the Fuller School 
Building Committee look into this.   Discussion on how things may have changed, including 
costs,  since the Fuller Project first looked at some of these possibilities, and it will be discussed 
further with the full School Committee in the Open meeting tomorrow.  
 
Advocacy for solar canopies with charging stations in all school parking lots and Request for 
report on all school buildings roofs with a view to solar panel installations being planned and 
executed in a fast time frame 
Mr. Torti said that they are waiting on a site engineer to give updated information for canopy 
supports for the possibility of solar panels at Brophy Elementary School, and noted that solar 
canopies are the most expensive way for solar.  Sustainability Coordinator Shawn Luz said they 
are working on a PPA for solar for Brophy and, in response to a member’s question, they are 
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planning on two charging stations for the Fuller project.  Ms. Sousa asked if there are provisions 
in place for an adequate place to drain for melting snow in the parking lots from the canopies, 
which leads to ice.  Mr. Torti said the original option they were looking at was flat with piping to 
the stormwater system, but it was much more expensive, so they are now looking for canopies 
with breaks in between.   Mr. Epstein asked if they are looking into all the other school parking 
lots.  Mr. Torti said that they have looked at multiple schools, and said that the procurement 
process is cumbersome.  He said they are looking at cost efficiency and legality of companies 
that would help with solar while completing roof replacements.  He said that there are 7 to 8 
roofs that will be coming off of warranty that the District will have to pay for.  Discussion on 
having a plan developed to look at solar in parking lots and roofs, a chart with what would be 
possible at each school, and problems that need to be solved such as financial and procedural, 
with further discussion with the full School Committee at the meeting tomorrow.  
 
Advocacy for all FPS vehicles to be electric, and car allowances being redirected to FPS electric 
vehicle leasing/investments 
Mr. Torti said that the District has two electric vehicles; the truant officer and the Building and 
Grounds.   Mr. Luz said that electric vehicles can still be very expensive and not widely available. 
He said they are looking at charging stations with no cost to installation through Eversource at 
McCarthy Elementary School and Woodrow Wilson Elementary School.  He said that the cost of 
electricity can be recouped by charging, as there is a network service agreement.  Mr. Epstein 
asked about looking to expand the number of charging stations.  Mr. Luz said that they would 
have to check by site.  Mr. Torti spoke about the maintenance part of the fee that the District 
would pay, which is like an insurance policy if they get damaged.  
 
Possible policy changes in relation to going all electric and employing solar panels to address 
climate change and bring savings to FPS 
Mr. Epstein said that there is not currently a climate change, environment and sustainability 
policy, and would be something to look into in the future.  Mr. Freudberg said that from a 
process perspective it should be sent for a vote to recommend it to the Policy Subcommittee.  
 
The Story of Plastic and Implications for FPS 
Mr. Epstein asked about the use of styrofoam in the new Fuller building.  Mr. Torti said many 
schools do not have washing stations but Fuller will.  He said they are starting to work with the 
High School Environmental Club, as well as the City Sanitation Department to look at 
possibilities and recycling.  Dr. Tremblay said this could be a conversation with the Food 
Services Department, as they will have to think about this anyways with the plans for COVID-19 
reentry, and how to deliver meals.  He said that this could possibly be a conversion in October 
and also discuss the use of packaging, and the garden and hydroponic garden they already 
have. 
 
Approval of Minutes From 2/25/20 Subcommittee Meeting 
Motion:  To approve the February 25, 2020 Minutes. 
Moved:  Mr. LaBarge             Seconded:  Ms. Sousa                     Roll Call Vote:  Unanimous 
(4-0-0) 
(Yes:  Freudberg, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge) 
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Second Round Public Comment 
Larry Stoodt said that he is happy to hear that the School Committee is in the process of helping 
with education for children and students on where energy comes from and options for 
buildings. 
 
Isabella Petroni said that she is the Chair of the Framingham Youth Council and would be happy 
to look into a partnership regarding sustainability,  along with the environmental committee, 
and reach out to students to work with the public schools on this. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion:  To adjourn.  
Moved:  Ms. Sousa Seconded:  Mr. LaBarge Roll Call Vote:  Unanimous (4-0-0) 
(Yes:  Freudberg, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge) 
Meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.  
 
Meeting Materials  
Agenda 
Draft February 25, 2020 Minutes 
 
 
These minutes were approved by the Climate Change, Environment, and Sustainability  
Subcommittee in Open Session on October 22, 2020. 
These minutes were sent to the City of Framingham for posting on October 26, 2020. 
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